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What Are We Going to Do 


With the Germans? 


PM today begins a forum on concrete problems of the peace. On their 
solution depends whether men and women the world over can live free and 
decent lives in a peaceful world or are going to be plunged into new wars 
every generation or so, 


The time to think of these questions and to thresh them out among our- 

selves is now. Nothing but confusion and uncertainty can result: if we try to 

ish them off until the last minute and then leave them for discussion and 
argaining at the peace table. This is a democratic war. 


The statements and interviews which follow represent as many shades of 
Opinion as it was possible for PM to get from men and women whose writing 
and thinking influence millions in America. 

Out of discussions such as this and a hundred other forums eventually will 
come America’s position at the peace table. PM welcomes expressions of 
Opinion from its readers in the hope that the more the American people think 
and study the problems of the peace, the sounder can be the solutions. 

Today's forum deals specifically with the question: “What Are We Going to 
Do with the Germans?” E asked that question of one of the wisest men P have 


ever known, the late Professor Franz Boas. He looked at me for a moment and 
then answered: “It ought to be ‘What Are We Going to Do with Ourselves?” 

It the first question has validity, then so has the second and if we try to 
keep the answers separate then we're headed for a new and worse war perhaps 
even faster than we plunged trom World War I into World War IT. It is 
against this background that PM presents today’s question. 

For Hitler's Nazism is something that goes infinitely deeper into the world’s 
problems than the Kaiser's imperial dreams ever did. It is the answer of 
reaction to the adsance of democracy and the rise of the working man that was 
one outgrowth of the First World War. Fascism has no geographical limit. 
It originated in Italy. It spread to Germany and Spain. It helped plunge France 
inte pititul collapse at the hands of politicians and industrialists who perverted 
the issue into “Better Hitler than Stalin.” It existed to a lesser degree in Britain, 
It exists today in our own country. 

But Germany will not be the ouly issue of the peace. There are other prob- 
lems such as colonies, small nations. the Japanese and a world police. Other 
PM torams will discuss them, They will be published weekly. 

—Avexaxper H. Une 


Here Are Answers by Important Persons of Our Time 


By Franz Boas: 
Insane Asylums 


Phe Nazis have been in power only nine develop. His contribution to What Are We 
sears. “There must be very large numbers | Going to Do With the Germans? is pitched 


of Germans whe crew up ander different! in that key 
tr vabitions 


G2 What sbewt the vane Nazis? 


The tollowing suggestions are offered by 


a physical anthropologist whe has spent 
many vears in the study of race, jorality . 
and the relation of individual biology to be- 
wvior, However, these suggestions repre- 
sent noe consensus of anthropological opinion; 


KOM conse these who were pampered | 
we the Nazi school ot leaders are hopeless, 
except a tew here and there. T know voung 
people wn general Po think there must) be 
considerable ubers who resent Nazi com: | 
pulsion and a fair number of individuals he wy have not been submitted to any group 
Poweuld not sav how large who, after (tH have been endorsed by noone the 
the press his ‘eho. ee Pacve liber: es author himself is not fully contident ot the 
posed, would go to the other extreme sa practicality of the measures outlined. He 

merely presents them tor discussion. 


EAM.) 


For Nazi Leaders 


The late Franz Boas, Professor Emeritus 
at Columbia University and “dean™ of Amer 
ican anthropologists, was one of the most 
beloved and respected men of his time. 
Among the firt scientists to blast the Hitler 
theory of “race superiority” he way the 
author of many books which are standard 
in their field. His most widely popular book 
was The Mind of Primitive Man. The inter 


| 
Vhong for treedetn 


| W 
| beveh? 


You think education could bring them | 


view which follows was given by Professor 
Boas two weeks before his recent sudden 
death. Only three days before he died he 
returned the corrected copy of the inter 
view as it appears below. It was the last in 
terview he gave. 


What we must remember about Germans 
is that Hither has been in power for not 
more than nine vears. It will be ten vears 
next Spring. Now ten vears is not se long 
atime in the lite of a nation and there is 


wamament. As far as internal affairs are 


Basic Postulates 


A. Net allot them. bat. sufficient nun 1) 
ber. In regard te the question. “What te 
do with the Germans.” it is vers decidedly | 
ms copinion that we ought te see te it that 
the older generation is he Ipec as much os 
prossille. by he Ipieg them te get inte perce 


| 
Phere ts great danger that the Germans | 
| 


the behavior of a nation arises trom 
the mass of its population and not 
fiom leaders or restricted 
National culture, 
posse hology. national ideal are at 
once the products of the aggregate of 
Diglogical units of the population and 
the influences which tend to select tor 
surenval and te exaggerate thase bie. 
Jowieal types of men which mest 


social 


classes national 


Wethe areas where thes live in enchives out 
sade ot Germany will he exposed to. bitter 


eee ee - a 


> ee 


revenge lon acouunt of the ruthless perse 
cution at other nationalities bw the Nazis 
| Vlas sould be averted Pb cannot see any 
old Empire and the Republic. Suppose we : Prefation of this problen except by a general 
Ds baal to 9000, Tien wick be EB years Q.. Hew deepls into the German ruling | pohey of transmigration duce in nations stable and persistent 
ago. Take a person who was 20 vears old chiss we have to cat to eliminate Fascism | the hor Ashaps at world poph } modes ot bela ior 
then and grew up under another tradition, | Germany? | 

behav tor cannot be effected solely by 


There is a very considerable womber of A The whole present roling chane ought Ps , i. ‘ € 

sms of this age who are now inactive. | te be eliminated. By har nest Hooton: external efforts te change the na- 
a *, | tronal colture 
y ’ ° 
Breed War Strain 
it it can be done. 
woukd simply react to ontside pressure question of democracy is concerned. Butven! Professor Lamnest Vhert Hooton Px 


Fe ought to strengthen that element and] Q) In what wav? Dried 
We ought to give as much imitative as Out of Germans 
Ge they. did the lest tine, The more we pe can trust them so far as deceney is con lt serif Nuthropelesy at Harvard Uy 


readily conform te natiemal bela 
stotal patterns. Both caltaral ensi- 
ronment and heredity intersect te pro 


concerned, the more we leave te the Ger | 
mans, the better it will be. for the simple 
reason (hat force will cause resistance 


still a whole generation in: Germany that 
has grown up and worked both under the 


* | 
rote ithstunding 


’ 


2) Substantial saeehoration of national 


form of wovernnmnernt, 
ideologies. cclwien. education, eoone 
mies) Biolowieal measures for the 
betterme of the phy sicwd mental, and 
moral qnality of individual human 


executed, put 
do whatever we can to bring them: inte | inte concentration cuips? | 
aver. This, of course. is not an easy job] gq No. in insane asvlums 

Qo What about the Prussian Junkers and | 

Ac leaders? 
possible to that group and to use as Titth wits most ale be applied to insure 
P A You cannot trast then msetur as the j 

Outside pressure as possible, because they | | Permanent maprovement 


Y Te break the vierons ovele of inter. 


‘ action between a nvdituristic state 

7 cerned. unless they have pretty much de 1 . 
lice. the stronger would be the reaction, pecGbasakedd Sov Haw sheath tant = a sity. ts partionlarly witerested hin ind the predatory tendencies of its 
and, I think, so far as possible it should ve an a Mal ' ‘ loswal development: He is the author of itivens. the former must be de 

P ' Die e 

be avoided. wt en ee ee ee oe Apes. Men and Morons, published in 1937 stroved and the latter neutralized ot 
Q.: Will a certain amount of force be | democratic Germans His approach. ta anthropolivical bred ont Since the state is the 
Necessary? A. P don't see why net Lake the whok | bl. eas: ha pthae rae chanisty tor the eration ot group 
A.: Yes, certainly. Disarmament has to} development and the rapidity of the change  fe0hfer xs aleays nnorthodes ane he likes auutressions its: destreth TT wt et. 
be < ppes no doubt about that, but it | from the Republic to the Nazis Pdeart see nothing better than te throw ont oot r fectually trustrates such aggressions 
should go hand in hand with general dis-!why 4a turn Tike that should be permanent (udeas tor the sake of te discussion they snd at the same t hes it easier 


ieee etenssceecssdecescmntae easels 


tered as Secom! Class Matter, Post Cihee, NOY NY 


